
Isaac	Santos

for	chamber	orchestra

葉ごしの⽉
moon	seen	through	leaves



program	note

moon	seen	through	leaves	is	a	work	for	chamber	orchestra	
based	on	a	woodblock	print	with	the	same	title,	by	Ukiyo-e	artist	
Utagawa	Hiroshige.	The	print	consists	of	a	waterfall,	branches	with	falling	
leaves,	behind	which	is	a	full	moon.	In	the	work,	I	seek	to	
capture	what	is	beyond	the	print;	as	if	you	were	panning	from	the	quiet	river	
before,	to	the	thunderous	crashing	of	the	water	below.	Ultimately,	the	piece	
ends	as	quietly	as	it	began;	similar	to	an	actual	waterfall.

			Most	of	my	recent	music	is	heavily	reliant	on	different	textures	and	gestures	to	
convey	such	contrasting	concepts	as	described	above.	Motivic,	melodic,	and	
thematic	materials	are	also	present	throughout,	occasionally	diverting	focus	
from	texture	based	material.

ukiyo-e	artist:	Utagawa	Hiroshige
print:	moon	seen	through	leaves
date:	1840s
The	Twenty-Eight	Views	of	the	Moon

浮世絵師：広重歌川
作品：葉ごしの⽉
⽇取り：1840s
⽉⼆拾⼋景之内

instrumentation

1	Flute	1																																		
1	Flute	2
1	Oboe	1
1	Oboe	2
1	B♭Clarinet	1
1	B♭Clarinet	2
1	Bassoon	1
1	Basson	2

1	F	Horn	1
1	F	Horn	2
1	C	Trumpet	1
1	C	Trumpet	2

1	Percussion
(almglocken[6],	large	suspended	cymbal,
small	suspended	cymbal.	tam-tam,	xylophone,
bongos[2],	timbales[2],	kick-drum)

1	Harp

Strings	(8.6.5.4.3)
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moon	seen	through	leaves
for	the	2022	Lakes	Area	Music	Festival	in	Brainerd	Minnesota

Isaac	Santos

Flute	1

Flute	2
(dbls.Picc.)

Percussion
(almglocken[6],	large	suspended	cymbal,

small	suspended	cymbal.	tam-tam,	xylophone,
bongos[2],	timbales[2],	kick-drum)

Harp

Violas	(5)

Violoncellos	(4)

Contrabasses	(3)
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N.B.	N.B.	harp	never	dampen/mute	
unless	otherwise	indicated
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